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To create a multi-regional (Balkans, N. Africa and Middle East, 

namely RoI) coordination network

Support the effective integration of Earth Observation

capacities in the RoI

Facilitate the engagement of the complete ecosystem of EO

stakeholders in the RoI

Promote the uptake of EO services and data in response to

regional needs

Enhance the participation in and contribution to the

implementation of GEO, GEOSS, and Copernicus in the RoI
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The commercial sector in the Balkans, 
Middle East and N. Africa

ÁGreece:

o Considerable investments in EO programmes, led to several start-ups

o Fiscal crisis has interrupted the growth potential of SMEs

o Geo-ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ όн҈ύ

o Mostly services for specific governmental agencies, Word Bank, JRC, etc.

o Difficulty moving from R&I to commercialization  

ÁBalkans: countries in several gears

o Albania is at a very early stage

o Serbia: stronger SME activity

o Romania is investing a lot in EO, e.g. optional ESA programmes

Á In Middle East and N. Africa the situation is can be very diverse:

o African Association of Remote Sensing of the Environment

o Algeria Alsatsatellite family

o Cyprus, Israel, United Arab Emirates& Egypt seem to show commitment

o Great potential in Turkey

o There are some EO SMEs in Tunisia    
EU Research and Innovation in Support of the 

EO Market: Plenary Session 4



Ási-cluster (Hellenic Space Technologies and Applications Cluster) in 
corallia

ÁBrings together private and public actors

ÁCharacteristics:

o 43 members, employing locally more than 1,500 professionals 

o > ϵ150 mil. turnover,  > ϵ30 mil. exports

ÁBut:

o Limited participation of public entities

o Limited participation to EARSC

o Has not capitalized on the regional growth potential
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ÁExcellence & innovation can be found but is fragmented

ÁAPOLLO project

o Tillage Scheduling

o Irrigation Scheduling

o Crop Growth Monitoring

o Yield Estimation

ÁSmart Detection of Pests (sdop) 

o Avoid yield losses of 5-10%

o Deploy drones

o Employ intelligent data analytics
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