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• Group on Earth observation (GEO)
• Global Earth Observation System of Systems

(GEOSS)

• Membership of Bulgaria in GEO

• Challenges, benefits and opportunities for 

development

PRESENTATION OUTLINES
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GEOSS - to meet the need for “timely, quality, long-term, 

global information as the basis for sound decision-making”
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https://www.earthobservations.org/ The vision for GEOSS:

“to realize a future wherein 

decisions and actions for the 

benefit of humankind are 

informed by coordinated, 

comprehensive and 

sustained Earth observations 

and information.”
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Concept of GEOSS:  

1. INFRASTRUCTURE - space-based,   
airborne   and   particularly   in   situ 
systems; architecture; data 
management; geoportals; software; 
tools

2. HUMAN RESOURCES – experience; 
qualification; formal and informal 
developed talents

3. INSTITUTIONAL SYSTEMS-network 
management, political commitments 
to support data sharing

4. RESULTS - information to support 
decision making

http://www.geoportal.org/
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Relationship between Users, Earth System, Science, Technologies and 

GEOSS (Fid. 10.1, GEO 10-Year Plan Reference Document, 2005)
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• Determination of coordination mechanisms related to GEO activities at 

European and national level

• The role of EU 'Horizon 2020' in support of GEOSS and development of 

the European Research Area in EO 

• Links to GEO initiatives and Copernicus - possible synergies between

GEOSS and Copernicus

• Development of lower and cost in-situ technological  solutions building 

on latest developments that can be adapted to operational 

environments

• Mobilization of the European private sector to take advantage of

future GEOSS-related business opportunities in an increasingly global 

digital economy - new opportunities  and market development for 

Earth observation commercial sector in Europe

Specific for Europe challenges
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Acceptance of Bulgaria as a member of GEO
• GCCA and MIP - preparation of official documents and coordination procedures

• Protocol decision №23/11.06.2014, the CM of Bulgaria to become a member of GEO and 

ESA

• August 25, 2014 – Formal letter from the Secretariat of GEO to the Bulgarian Government

• Bulgaria became the 92th Member State of GEO in 2014 at the XI Plenary Session, 

Geneva, SwitzerlandGEO-CRADLE Regional Workshop, 24.03.2017, Sofia, BULGARIA
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After the XI-th Plenary Session of GEO in Geneva - new programming period 

2016-2025, and the strategic plan for GEOSS

Statement on behalf of the country

http://www.earthobservations.org/

documents/geo_xi/geoxi_bulgaria_s

tatement.pdf
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GEO at 2017
104 member states/incl. EC/

106 participated organisations

10 organisations and 2 states as observers
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Membership of Bulgaria in GEO
after the XI-th Plenary Session, November 2014

� Preparing lists of  BG interested 
GEO/GEOSS/EO stakeholders and WGs by 
topics

� Planning a meeting of all interested 
stakeholders for establishing a National GEO 
Committee and host organisation

� Arranging personal meetings and seeking 
assistance from various state organizations

� Writing a letter to the prime minister about 
national GEO engagements and activities

� Discussing the issue with two parliamentary 
committees of the 43-th National Assembly

� Writing a letter to the Minister of economy 
about national GEO engagements and 
activities
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� Adoption of BG strategy for scientific research and roadmap for research 
infrastructure that include GEO, GEOSS and EO activities

� Elaboration of national regulations governing the provision and use of EO 
to all  interested parties 

� Increasing awareness and interest of stakeholders in GEO activities -
promotion and capacity building /http://www.geocab.org/

� Changing the funding mechanism by NSF/ NIF and encouraging a public-
private partnership

� Strengthening of the mechanism of public control over state institutions 
which coordinate European funding programs related GEO activities

� Inclusion in curriculums of BG universities of GEO, GEOSS and EO topics

� Web portals (in the local language) for active promotion, e.g. by using all 
the media

Challenges for Bulgaria
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http://www.geoportal.org/
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Benefits and opportunities to Bulgaria

• Strengthening networking and partnerships

• Starting and include regional or global initiatives (eg. GEOBON, 

GEOGLAM etc.).

• INSPIRE Directive the EU - https://gis.armf.bg

• Providing access to large datasets

• Expanding user base

• Developing and maintaining human capacity

• Increase visibility and high-level support

• Releasing funding for activities

• Scheme through financial contributions for the establishing of GEOSS

• Program "Horizon 2020" of the EC and ESA
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• GEO and GEOSS support policies for economic growth and 

sustainable development of society in a changing environment

• Potential for creating innovative products and services

• Expanding policies / practices of free access to data and information

• Expanding the commitments of decision makers, incl. and the 

private sector

• Strengthening the links between policy / State obligations as a

member of the EU

• National, regional and international cooperation

PERSPECTIVES
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NOAA Administrator Dr. Kathryn Sullivan discusses the importance of sharing 

earth observation data, and GEO's special role - November 13, 2014

XI-th Plenary Session of GEO in Geneva, Switzerland

� https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idE9Xma-C6Y
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For additional information:

� https://www.earthobservations.org

� Л. Пашова, В. Йовев: България като член на GEO. Възможности, ползи и
перспективи от участието ни в Групата за наблюдения на Земята, Списание 8, 
м. октомври 2015 г., http://www.spisanie8.bg/

� Интервю в сп. Геомедия с д-р Барбара Райън, Директор на GEO: ВСЕКИ ИМА
ПРАВО НА ДОСТЪП ДО ИНФОРМАЦИЯ, м. ноември 2015 г., 
http://www.geomedia.bg/

Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!
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