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DRDSI 
is a JRC project 

within the framework of 
JRC scientific support to the EUSDR 

(European Union Strategy for the Danube Region) 
DRDSI helps to create a data-sharing infrastructure in support of Danube strategy 

4 thematic clusters: 
• Danube Water Nexus 
• Danube Land and Soil 

Nexus 
• Danube Air Nexus 
• Danube Bio-energy 

Nexus 

3 horizontal activities: 
• DRDSI 
• Smart Specialisation 
• Danube Innovation 

Partnership 



The key aims of the DRDSI project: 
 
• create an Open Data platform; 
• ensure that the platform could be redeployed and sustained after the project 
• (hence its construction using open source technologies); 
• foster collaboration between key stakeholders in the Danube region that could 

provide content for the platform’s catalogue, while exploring approaches that 
could be replicated in other macro-regions; 

• foster collaboration with JRC nexi ; 
• help implement INSPIRE by (i) sharing experience between Member States and 

build capacity in neighbouring countries (including accession countries) and (ii) 
reuse key aspects of it in the data infrastructure such as technologies to help 
create data services and provide examples of harmonised data across borders; 

• collect, build-on and reuse in practice data from existing projects and initiatives 
related to the region, including cross-border and European-funded projects; 

• help build relationships at the public sector:research:business interface to 
explore data-sharing and data reuse topics; 

• summarise this collective experience for the EUSDR and potentially other 
macro-regions. 



DRDSI 
Team 

European Union 
Austria 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 
Czech Republic 
Germany 
Hungary 
Romania 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 

Non-EU 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Moldova 
Montenegro 
Serbia 
Ukraine 

JRC Team 

14 Danube NET 
Experts 



DRDSI 
main 

results 

Value-added pilots 
• Infrastructure components 

• Serbian research data portal 
• Ukrainian geoportal 

• Cross-border Data Harmonisation 
• Data harmonisation Moldova-

Ukraine 
• Data harmonisation technical 

expertise 
• Value-added applications 

• Macro-regional indicators 
• Cultural heritage analyses 
• Urban agriculture webapp 
• Study on Invasive Alien Species 

Data platform 



DRDSI 
main 

results 
User Stories 
• SPATIAL Cross-border Project 
• SDI4Apps 
• Danube River Basin District 

Management Plan 
• Statistics on Renewable Energy 
• Assessment of Water Resources 
• Scenarios of Regional Evolutions 
• Climate Change Predictions 
• Developing a High-resolution 

Harmonised Soil Database 
• EDGAR 
• European Location Framework 

Infrastructure 
• Geology in Europe 
• Impact of the EU Cohesion Policy 



DRDSI Re-examined Lessons for SDI Capacity Building 

• Build a consensus process: build on common 
interests and create a common vision 

• Clarify the scope and status of the SDI 
• Exchange best practices locally, regionally and 

globally 
• Establish broad and pervasive partnerships across 

private and public sectors 
• Develop clearinghouses and use open international 

standards for data and technology 



Building a community around DRDSI 
Communication within the regions and between 
the experts was also established via a number of 
successful avenues using social media and classic 
communication channels, including workshops, 
training sessions and leaflets in local languages, 
leading to over 700 stakeholders being directly 
informed or fully participating in the DRDSI project.  

GEO-CRADLE Networking Platform is an 
on-going activity to create an attractive, 
user-friendly and comprehensive platform 
where regional stakeholders can be 
informed on existing capacities, 
complementary skills and collaboration 
opportunities. 

SUGGESTION: 
Develop and promote the GEO-CRADLE 

Networking Platform to become the  
Global Earth Observation Directory 



DRDSI Long-term sustainability 

• DRDSI should ideally become a macro-regional resource 
governed by an international actor in the Danube Region. 
Voices of support have been made from many quarters, 
including decision-makers at national and European levels. 
 

• Additional work is done on analysing various handover 
scenarios of handover of the platform and its related 
service links to the Danube Region, looking at aspects such 
as long-term sustainability and quantification of costs and 
benefits. Although the DRDSI project ended, the JRC will be 
undertaking activities to help with its hand-over and 
sustain some of its components as ongoing support. 



DRDSI conclusions 
 

• Data are crucial for macro-regional strategies 
• The best use of investments and the targeting 

of resources require data 
• Countries face similar changes, so experience 

should be shared 
• Common solutions developed to address them 

to continue collaboration 
• Seed investments create sustainable and 

transferable results 
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SUCCESS TO GEO-CRADLE !!! 


