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A website with purpose
Open Earth data and |
resources for development'

The Group on Earth Observations (GEQ) is an intergovernmental
partnership working to improve the availability and use of

Earth observations for the benefit of society.

who we are @ R

A window to explore the value of
Earth observations and the impact
Prioritizing impact
[
GEQO'swork is focused on supporting global policies that have the greatest impact on our planet.
(] Our three global engagement priorities are the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change, and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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We've curated information from leading experts on the |atest adve
knowledge in Earth observations. Explore our knowledge hub g
lastest and best information, resources and datasets for polic~7
researchers, scientists, businesses and more.

Visit now @

. ﬂ‘n"' ‘IAI.I' ‘nd nl‘"

@GEOSEC2025

GROUP ON
EARTH OBSERVATIONS www.earthobservations.org



Coming soon
GEO Knowledge Hub

Easy access to expertly curated
reproducible knowledge on
applying Earth observations to

real challenges.
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Submit content @

Policy Makers Development Practitioners

Researchers Developers

10 [ what are you looking for? J

Explore by...

Data Scientists

Building sargassum & oil spill
monitoring capabilities in the...

7 Globol Forum
on Urban Resi
(e ]

Earth Observations for Urban
Resilience: Takeaways from...

Learn more

Vacancies
Media

Branding
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World Oceans Day 2018 - World Day to Combat

Using Earth Observations to... Desertification and Drought...

Kenya’s First National Crop
Monitor Set to Strengthen...

Stay connected

Join our newsletter to receive yoga inspirations
directly to your mailbox.

B4 Email Address

Getintouch

7 bis, avenue de la Paix
Case postale 2300
CH-1211 Geneva,
Switzerland
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Back to explore @ )

Policy Guidance Development Tools Research Technology

New tool launched for water
guality assessment (v )@

Cartagena, Colombia, 18 May 2018 — In recent years, the Caribbean
region has faced challenges from oil spills and an influx of floating
sargassum seaweed. Large-scale oil spill incidents have included an April

References and links

2017 spill at Pointe-a-Pierre, Trinidad and Tobago and a July 2017 oil Document or Report Title
spiII in Kingston Harbor,Jamaica. Author: Group on Earth Observations
Maddie West Year: 2018

» i . . i N - DOI: 838423u09
EA‘;'::;‘;':'““""‘ |llegal dumping of oil-contaminated waste by ships operating in the region is
Group on Earth also a common occurrence. An increase in the frequency and volume of (® pownload

With t, th latf
Observations (GEO) sargassum beachings publication or report name overabundance has caused
h f in ¥ another challenge for the region with mats preventing the deployment and
- - retrieval of fishing gear and clogging popular beaches, harbors and bays. Daralrelarancetl
can pecome a one-stop-snop 10r oy
Based on the amounts of sargassum detected in the Central West Atlantic Year(s): 2018
and the Caribbean and in January - April 2018, researchers at the DOI: 838423u09
University of South Florida (USF) predict high amounts of sargassum in 8 Access data set
I [ J t [ ] I Caribbean in coming months. According to USF's Dr. Chaunmin Hu,
At the workshop, experts reviewed the existing technologies and challenges
for monitoring and forecasting oil spills and sargassum in the Caribbean and
adjacent regions and put together a plan to create an information system
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Caribbean by ocean currents, the high amounts of sargassum observed in Datalreference 2

of ¢ | < b

these areas in recent months data set reference 1 may see sargassum Source: Group on Earth Observations
amounts in the Caribbean exceeding the record-high in 2015. The reasons Year(s): 2018
behind these record-high blooms, however, are still unclear!” DOI: 838423u09

& Access data set

based on existing efforts. The system will help to inform local governments
and communities so they are able to prepare for and respond appropriately
to spills and sargassum events.

® According to data set reference 2, which attended the workshop, the system

will also support member states in unlocking sustainable benefits from the

e ocean and building resilience, managing for uncertainty and preserving and
protecting the marine environment.
The workshop was organized by IOCARIBE of IOC UNESCO and its Global
Ocean Observing System Regional Alliance, IOCARIBE-GOQS, and the
GEO Blue Planet Initiative, and was hosted by the Ministry of Education of
Mexico and Mexico National Council of Sciences. Over the coming months,
the workshop organizers will be working with partners to begin
implementation of the service and to identify long-term funding for the
project.

You might also be interested in...

Building sargassum & oil World Oceans Day 2018 - World Day to Combat
spill monitoring... Using Earth Observation... Desertification and...
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